
The department is home to the oldest tradition on 
campus: The Shorthorn. In 2019, we celebrated the 
award-winning publication’s 100 years of service 
as the No. 1 source of news and information to 
the campus community.

Each semester, we employ  
about 75 STUDENTS in six areas:

• NEWSROOM/EDITORIAL
• ADVERTISING SALES
• �GRAPHIC DESIGN  

AND PRODUCTION
• MARKETING
• WEB DEVELOPMENT

THESE STUDENTS PRODUCE:
	 29	� Weekly print editions  

of The Shorthorn
�	160 	� daily e-newsletters
	 6	� Special print editions
	 2 	 Special e-newsletters

85+ 
students employed  

in 2023-24.

96% 
of Shorthorn staffers 
said their experience 

provided valuable 
career preparation 

or helped them make 
career choices.

62,000+ 
current subscribers to  
The Shorthorn’s daily 

e-newsletter, delivered 
to inboxes Monday-

Friday.

1 million+ 
pageviews to date on  
theshorthorn.com.

100% 
of all Shorthorn work  

is completed by 
students.

124 
state, regional and 
national journalism, 

advertising and overall 
excellence awards 
earned to date by 

student employees and 
The Shorthorn in 

2023-24.

50+ 
formal guest speakers/

skills development 
workshops held on 
campus each year.

$11,500  
in scholarships and 
awards to Student 

Publications employees 
in 2023. 

The majority of funding 
for scholarships and 
awards comes from 

endowments.

BY THE NUMBERS

QUESTIONS? 
(817) 272-3188 • director.shorthorn@uta.edu

uta.edu/studentpubs • theshorthorn.com

READERSHIP AND REACH
• �Shorthorn readers viewed the website 

almost 1M times this year. 
• �The newsletter’s 18% open rate reflects 

an average of 9,867 students opening 
and reading it daily.

• �Weekly, The Shorthorn reaches 
30,000+ users through social media.

ALUMNI & STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
• �Provided employment opportunities 

for 85+ students and training related 
to their career fields.

• �More than 50 Shorthorn alumni 
donated their time to mentor and 
develop skills for current staff.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
• �Published guest opinion columns with 

CommUNITY Voices volunteer program.

RECOGNITION
• �Student Publications and its staff 

earned 124 state, regional and national 
awards in 2023-24.

• ��The Shorthorn and  
TheShorthorn.com were ranked No. 1 
in the state by the Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association.

• �Received a Multiplatform Pacemaker 
and Online Pacemaker, the top national 
awards in college media.

• �1st place nationally for Best Daily 
Newsletter and Best Editorial Cartoon 

• �28 regional awards and two national 
prizes from The Society of Professional 
Journalists



The Shorthorn is an independent 
professional media organization 
with more than 100 years of 
experience covering the UT 
Arlington campus.

Whether in business 
development, graphic design, 
news and reporting or 
marketing, The Shorthorn 
covers every point of the media 
compass. Students are given 
editorial control over their 
decisions, guided by real-world 
professionals with decades 
of cumulative experience. 
Student empowerment is at the 
forefront of everything we do. 

BY MANDY HUYNH
The Shorthorn editor-in-chief

About 15,000 people go 
through the doors of the 
University Center in one day. 
Students swing by to grab lunch 
at The Plaza or Connection Café. 
Others study for their classes, 
meet up with friends and some 
attend events held in the Palo 
Duro Lounge. 

Another part of the crowd 
head to the UC to work in one 
of the many offices the build-
ing holds, like the Intercultural 
Student Engagement Center and 
Student Activities.   

The UC opened in 1953 and 
the building has continued to 
grow through expansions. But 
the recent call for the facility's 
renovations has asked students 
to consider the building’s need 
for an upgrade and an increase 
to the student union fee to 
accommodate the construction.      

BY AMANDA ALDRIDGE
The Shorthorn staff

UTA Reproductive 
Health Advocates from 
the College of Nursing 
and Health Innovation 
started a three year pro-
gram aiming to address 
reproductive health dis-
parities in Black women 
in the Metroplex. 

Public health seniors 
Rebecca Jackson and 
Tiara Pratt are student 
ambassadors leading 
the project. It aims to 
prevent high maternal 
morbidity rates in Black 
women ages 18 through 
30 and are seeking to 
address the critical issues 
related to reproductive 
health and injustice in 
the community, Jaquetta 
Reeves, assistant professor 
in CONHI, said. 

They’ve decided to con-
duct three different proj-

ects: a project based on 
the experiences of young 
Black girls, a speaker series 
project and an educational 
health-based project. 

Three professors are 
overseeing the project: 
Reeves, Brandie Green, 
kinesiology clinical assis-
tant professor and Kyrah 
Brown, kinesiology assis-
tant professor. Reeves said 
their goal is to encourage 
the students throughout 
the project. 

“Our goal is for our 
student ambassadors to 

be the voice and the face 
of each of our projects,” 
Reeves said. “The message 
we’re conveying is that 
our young people matter 
to us, and what matters 
to them also matters to 
us. We have a genuine 
concern for our youth, 
and we want to help them 
be a positive example to 
their peers, we want to 
build up their confidence 
to lead and stand up for 
their beliefs.” 

BY HANNAH GARCÍA
The Shorthorn news editor

On Feb. 29, the Intercultural Student 
Engagement Center had its open house, 
inviting students, faculty and staff to the 
occasion. Across from Starbucks in the 
University Center, the center is now in a 
central location accessible to students. 

The ISEC is open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays. 

Following Texas Senate Bill 17 restric-
tions, in a Dec. 8 university-wide email, 
President Jennifer Cowley and Lowell 
Davis, vice president of Student Affairs, 
announced the creation of the ISEC which 
would integrate student-success efforts 
across academic and student affairs, ac-
cording to previous Shorthorn reporting. 

The ISEC aims to create opportuni-
ties for people to build 
social connections, 
engage with academic 
support resources and 
participate in leader-
ship development. 
Additionally, all stu-
dents will have access 
to open study spac-
es, peer mentoring, 
academic coaching, 
tutoring, Counsel-
ing and Psychologi-
cal Services and various skill-building 
workshops, according to a Division of 
Student Affairs email. 

ISEC director Shabaz Brown said 
the center follows the nine dimensions 
of wellness as a framework for their 
space, ensuring a holistic experience 
for students. These include cultural, 
emotional, environmental, financial, 
intellectual, physical, professional, sexual 
and social dimensions. 

“One of the things that we are doing in 
the center overall is affirming identities, 
building community and helping students 
to cultivate their leadership skills because 
at the end of the day our students are here 
to get a degree,” Brown said. “We want to 
make sure that we’re preparing them to go 
out in the world and be great leaders.” 

theshorthorn.com
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INSIDE
Ramadan encourages 
reflection, see page 4

Personal Essay: The girlhood 
experience, see page 7

Wheelchair basketball teams 
take aim at championships, 
see page 8

UT ARLINGTON
VOTE THE NEW HUB ATVOTE

•  A visible representation of school spirit and tradition for Maverick Country
•  Modern student lounge + study spaces; new student meeting rooms
•  More dining and seating options
• Infrastructure improvements and renewal; sustainable facility design
•  Dedicated resource center with student organization office spaces
•  Improved technology in meeting rooms and common spaces
•  Improved wayfinding and visual sight lines; more natural light

WHAT’S TO KNOW?

STUDENT UNION FEES
•  Current fee is $39, the 2nd 

lowest in the state among major 
institutions

•  It supports maintenance & 
operation of the UC, Commons, and 
Brazos Park

UT ARLINGTON

SCAN TO LEARN MORE, OR 
VISIT UTA.EDU/CAMPUS-OPS/
STUDENT-CENTERS/THE-NEW-UC

YESYES

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

What the  
ISEC has 
to offer  

UNIVERSITY

After being announced in 2023, the 
Intercultural Student Engagement Center 
aims to integrate student-success efforts.   

UC renovations target 
infrastructure issues

CAMPUS

In addition to expanding the space, 
conceptual plans intend to upgrade 
services and bring the University 
Center up to code. 

The multi-year program 
will consist of three 
projects, spreading  
awareness about Black 
women's health.

Reproductive advocates aim to end 
disparities in Black women's health

CONHI

Powwow unites community
The annual event highlighted Native American pride and tradition

CULTURE

The Shorthorn: Mary Abby Goss

Dallas resident Desi Beoice, 15, twirls during the 28th Annual UTA Powwow on March 2 at the Maverick Activities Center. Beoice was given the regalia from his grandfather.

The Shorthorn: Mary Abby Goss

Livingston, Texas, resident Kaiyah Abbey, 15, left, smiles after placing first in a dance competition wearing hand-me down regalia. Metal cones, 
also called ziibaaska’iganan, right, jingle as a dancer performs during the 28th Annual UTA Powwow on March 2 at the Maverick Activities Center.

Shabaz Brown, 
ISEC director 

ISEC continues on page 2

ADVOCATES continues on page 3 UC continues on page 3

POWWOW continues on page 5
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Students reclaim Mexican heritage, make memories
By Christine Vo, The Shorthorn managing editor

Photo by Ronaldo Bolaños

In its first study abroad trip, the Center of Mexican American Studies took
students to Mexico over spring break, fulfilling a dream director Xavier Medina

Vidal has had since beginning at UTA.

Past, present, future of women at UTA
By Madison Sikes, The Shorthorn staff

Illustration by Haley Walton

Dive into the history of feminism at UTA, tracing its evolution from campus' early
years to current female milestones and achievements.

Doggy Days help students ‘paws’ amidst midterms
By Sairam Marupudi, The Shorthorn staff

Photo by Natanael Mazariego

Every third Wednesday of the month, therapy dogs are brought to the Central
Library for students to visit and relax with.

Hispanic Serving Institution Initiatives honors Latinas with
Women’s History Month panel

By Alexia Muñoz, The Shorthorn staff

Photo by Mary Abby Goss

The event, Latinas en Educación, will be from noon to 1:30 p.m. Thursday in the
Central Library’s sixth-floor atrium. The panel discussion will feature three local

Latinas who’ll share their experiences as women working in higher education.
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