
Optional Practical Training: H1B Cap Gap Extension 
The University of Texas at Arlington 

With few exceptions, you are entitled on your request to be informed about the information U.T. Arlington collects about you. Under Sections 
552.021 and 552.023 of the Texas Government Code, you are entitled to receive and review the information. Under Section 559.004 of the Texas 
Government Code, you are entitled to have U.T. Arlington correct information about you that is held by us and is incorrect. Be assured that your UTA records are 
protected from unauthorized disclosure by federal law. 

  
Swift Center 1022 UTA Blvd, Box 19028 Arlington, TX 76019-0028 PH (817) 272-2355 FAX (817) 272-5005

Student Name UT ID #

Phone Email

OPT Information: My H1B application is: 

Document Check-list:
Please submit the following documents to OIE: 
1.   Copies of the latest documentation from USCIS regarding your H1B petition: 
         -  Receipt notice, Approval notice or Wait-list notice 
         -  If your OPT will expire and you have not yet received word about your application, then you need to submit a letter from the 
            petitioner (your employer) that documents the "timely filed" H1B application. (This is only possible between April 1 and June 2, at  
            which point the receipting period should be complete.) 
2.   Signed copy of statement of understanding from "OPT Status Maintenance" form. 

Procedure:
1.   Submit all required documents to OIE. 
2.   An OIE advisor will update your SEVIS record or contact SEVIS to update your record if necessary. 
          -   This update is dependent upon USCIS and processing times are outside of our control. 
3.   After the record is updated, OIE will print you a new I-20 that reflects the new end date of your F1 status and OPT.

Signature Date Signed

I have fully completed the above information and understand the regulations regarding this process:

Events impacting the length of the Cap Gap Extension

The Petition Naming the 
student Impact on Cap Gap OPT Impact on F-1 Status

Extension 
request 
needed

Action required by student

is properly filed
OPT extended to June 2, (the date 
announced by USCIS as the likely date 
for the end of the receipting period)

F-1 status extended to August 2 Yes
Must send a request for the extension 
to DSO with proof of proper filling 
(see Note 1)

is selected for wait-listing
Allowing the 8 weeks USCIS expects to 
need before receipting or returning the 
application

F-1 status is extended to 
September 27 Yes

Must send a request for the extension 
to DSO with proof that the petition 
was wait-listed (see Note 2)

is selected for receipting OPT authorization is extended to 
September 30

The student's record completes 
on Sep 30, ending the 
nonimmigrant's F-1 status 

No
Student may request the DSO print a 
Form I-20 showing the extension 
(this is NOT required)

is withdrawn or denied OPT authorization ends 10 days after the 
date of the withdrawal or denial.

Grace period ends 60 days after 
the date of the withdrawal or 
denial

No

Student must terminate OPT on the 
proper date and either leave the US 
upon expiration of the grace period 
or take other steps to maintain status

Note 1: If a student's regular period of OPT extends to June 2, the student does not need to make the request.
Note 2: If a student's regular period of OPT extends to July 28, the student does not need to make the request.

Note: The request for an updated I-20 is only necessary when your employer requires it. The H1B Cap Gap Extension is automatic 
and does not require a new I-20 to become effective. 

http://www.ice.gov/sevis/updates_postcompletion_opt.htm#_Toc174419617 

 Receipted  Approved  Wait-listed
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Swift Center 1022 UTA Blvd, Box 19028 Arlington, TX 76019-0028 PH (817) 272-2355 FAX (817) 272-5005
OPT Information:
My H1B application is: 
Document Check-list:
Please submit the following documents to OIE:
1.   Copies of the latest documentation from USCIS regarding your H1B petition:
         -  Receipt notice, Approval notice or Wait-list notice
         -  If your OPT will expire and you have not yet received word about your application, then you need to submit a letter from the
            petitioner (your employer) that documents the "timely filed" H1B application. (This is only possible between April 1 and June 2, at 
            which point the receipting period should be complete.)
2.   Signed copy of statement of understanding from "OPT Status Maintenance" form. 
Procedure:
1.   Submit all required documents to OIE.
2.   An OIE advisor will update your SEVIS record or contact SEVIS to update your record if necessary.
          -   This update is dependent upon USCIS and processing times are outside of our control.
3.   After the record is updated, OIE will print you a new I-20 that reflects the new end date of your F1 status and OPT.
Signature
I have fully completed the above information and understand the regulations regarding this process:
Events impacting the length of the Cap Gap Extension
The Petition Naming the student
Impact on Cap Gap OPT
Impact on F-1 Status
Extension request needed
Action required by student
is properly filed
OPT extended to June 2, (the date announced by USCIS as the likely date for the end of the receipting period)
F-1 status extended to August 2
Yes
Must send a request for the extension to DSO with proof of proper filling
(see Note 1)
is selected for wait-listing
Allowing the 8 weeks USCIS expects to need before receipting or returning the application
F-1 status is extended to September 27
Yes
Must send a request for the extension to DSO with proof that the petition was wait-listed (see Note 2)
is selected for receipting
OPT authorization is extended to September 30
The student's record completes on Sep 30, ending the nonimmigrant's F-1 status 
No
Student may request the DSO print a Form I-20 showing the extension
(this is NOT required)
is withdrawn or denied
OPT authorization ends 10 days after the date of the withdrawal or denial.
Grace period ends 60 days after the date of the withdrawal or denial
No
Student must terminate OPT on the proper date and either leave the US upon expiration of the grace period or take other steps to maintain status
Note 1: If a student's regular period of OPT extends to June 2, the student does not need to make the request.
Note 2: If a student's regular period of OPT extends to July 28, the student does not need to make the request.
Note: The request for an updated I-20 is only necessary when your employer requires it. The H1B Cap Gap Extension is automatic and does not require a new I-20 to become effective. 
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/updates_postcompletion_opt.htm#_Toc174419617 
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