
 
Welcome to  February, fu ture socia l  workers! We hope that th is week's newsletter finds you peacefu l ly settl ing in to  your

spring semester and looking forward to  what's next.
 

By now, you should have received an in troduction from your student leader. If you are unfami l iar wi th  the student leader
program, we are here to  he lp you find answers and resources to  ensure your academic success. We're a lso here to  he lp

bui ld  communi ty and strong connections whether you are in  person or fu l ly on l ine. Please don 't hesi ta te  to  reach out to  us. If
you 'd  l ike to  learn more about the student leader program, p lease see our websi tes be low.  

 
Graduate Student Leaders

 
Undergraduate Student Leaders

Unti l  next week!

SOCIAL JUSTICE SPOTLIGHT

Black History Month and Health Advocacy
 
As we ce lebrate Black History Month, we honor the resi l ience, achievements, and contributions of Black leaders throughout
h istory. One such tra i lb lazer is Dr. Danie l  Hale Wi l l iams, who, in  1893, performed one of the fi rst successfu l  open-heart
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surgeries in  the Uni ted States. As a p ioneering Black surgeon and founder o f Provident Hospi ta l—the fi rst Black-owned
hospi ta l  in  America—Dr. Wi l l iams broke barriers in  medicine and paved the way for equi tab le  heal thcare access. His legacy
reminds us of the importance of advocating for heal th  equi ty and addressing systemic barriers that persist today.
 
February 7th is National  Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, which h igh l ights the ongoing need for education, resources, and
communi ty support to  combat heal th  d ispari ties. Th is year’s theme, “We’re in  This Together,” encourages co l lective action to
ensure everyone has access to  qual i ty care. February is a lso American Heart Month, a  time to  ra ise awareness about heart
heal th  whi le  honoring p ioneers l ike Dr. Wi l l iams who advanced l i fe-saving medica l  practices.
 
By re flecting on these causes and ce lebrating the contributions of Black leaders, we continue the work of bu i ld ing a
heal th ier, more equi tab le  fu ture for a l l . To learn more about National  Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day and find resources,
visi t HIV.gov.
 
Jasmine Dean
USL In tern

OPPORTUNITIES & EVENTS

The Center  for  Mexican American Studies Presents

Forjando La Identidad Binacional

Building Binational Identity

Speaker Series - Spring 2025

February 13th - May 13th

Learn more

http://hiv.gov/
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MSW Students: Find your path

February 5th: 6 :30 pm

If you are not sure which of the five specia l ties you would l ike to  pursue, we encourage you to  attend the Find Your Path
vir tual event on Feb 5th at 6:30 . Th is wi l l  be your chance to  hear from MSW alumni  and facul ty about the five areas of focus
and ask questions. Scan the QR code in  the flyer to  jo in  the on l ine via  Teams!

**Action Required by Monday Feb 10th at 5pm  -Please use th is l ink Specialty  Choice  to  complete the form identi fying your
chosen specia l ty. 

MSW Specialty Areas

Social Work Advocacy Day 2025 - Serving all Texans: Unity through Action

Friday Apri l  11 at Texas State Capi to l  in  Austin

NASW-TX is thri l led to  announce the return of Socia l  Work Advocacy Day (SWAD) 2025. Jo in  us for a  day of empowerment,
education, and advocacy to  make a meaningfu l  impact together.

More information
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Fiestas en Laredo

February 13, 12:30 pm-2 pm

Discover the vibrant trad i tions of Laredo through the eyes of Dr. Norma E. Cantú, an award-winning poet and author.
Blending memoir, e thnography, and fo lkloristic analysis, Professor Norma E. Cantú examines the vibrant trad i tions of Laredo
through an insider’s lens, exp loring Matachines dances, qu inceañeras, and the unique borderlands ce lebration of George
Washington’s b i rthday. Grounded in  sentipensante (th inking/fee l ing) fo lkloristics and in fluenced by Gloria  Anzaldúa’s
concept o f nepantla , i t re flects a  deep in tegration of in te l lectua l  and emotional  insight. Continu ing the Society’s century-long
trad i tion of documenting Texas-Mexico border lore, th is work honors the reg ion 's rich cu l tura l  legacy.

 

More information

The American Heart Association (AHA) has recently launched Telehealth Certificate Courses designed to enhance
healthcare curr iculums.

These courses provide a un ique advantage for students pursu ing careers in  nursing, as physician assistants, in  medicine,
and in  menta l  heal th . Other courses avai lab le  through AHA: CORE Concepts in  Teleheal th  (Cl in ica l , Operational , Regulatory,
Eth ics), Te leprimary Care, Te lebehaviora l  Heal th , Basics of Te lestroke.

For more information
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Social Work Palliative Care Fellowship

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VIRTUAL LINKS
& APPLICATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT:
Catherine Driggers, LCSW-S
catherine.dr iggers@va.gov (210) 385-0817
Social Work Palliative Fellowship Coordinator
7400 Merton Minter Blvd, San Antonio, TX 78229

APPLICATIONS
OPEN ON 2/1/25 &
CLOSE ON 2/21/25

UTA SurvivorLink & AmeriCorps Tech Based Abuse and Intimate Partner: Violence and Awareness
Interventions

Rachel Voth Schrag and Morgan PettyJohn are co-leading our UTA SurvivorLink AmeriCorps cohort this year
in which our MSW students will share important information about technology facilitated abuse, digital
interventions for survivors of violence, and safety planning in a digital world. The webinar will be February
19th at 4:00 PM.

FOR MORE INFORMATION & VIRTUAL LINKS PLEASE CONTACT:
Rachel Voth Schrag, PH.D. LCSW
rachel.vothschrag@uta.edu

Join Webinar 
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Leadership, teacher corps program

Are you looking for a full- t ime job post-graduation that will allow you to begin a career of impact? Consider
applying to Teach For America’s Leadership Teacher Corps. For more information:

Check out the application here. Apply by February 3 at 11:59 pm.

Connect with Kamille for a 30-minute vir tual meeting to learn more and ask any questions that you may
have.

Ignite Fellowship

The Ignite Fellowship offers college undergraduate students a paid tutor ing opportunity that f its into their
schedules. 

Check out the application here. Submit your application by April 30. Connect with Genesis if you have any
questions.

ORGANIZATION SPOTLIGHT
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EXCEL Campus Activi ties

Want to get more involved on campus? Fol low along with EXCEL Campus Activi ties! The official
student-led programming board that provides social, educational, cultural and tradition-centered
events and activi ties for the UTA community. They col laborate with other organizations and host

many fun events throughout the semester. Find what they're hosting now down below!

Learn more about Excel Campus Activities

YOU MATTER

S e l f - a d v o c a c y

S e l f - a d v o c a c y  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  s k i l l  f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a c t s  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s ,
m e n ta l  h e a l t h ,  a n d  o v e r a l l  w e l l - b e i n g .  I t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m m u n i c a te  a n d  a s s e r t  o n e ' s  n e e d s ,  r i g h t s ,

a n d  d e s i r e s ,  e n a b l i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  g o a l s  a n d  s e e k  s u p p o r t  w h e n
n e c e s s a r y .  B y  p r a c t i c i n g  s e l f - a d v o c a c y ,  s t u d e n t s  c a n  c o n f i d e n t l y  n a v i g a te  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a c c e s s  r e s o u r c e s ,
a n d  e n s u r e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h e y  n e e d  t o  s u c c e e d .  T h i s  s k i l l  f o s t e r s  p e r s o n a l  g r o w th ,  s t r e n g th e n s
m e n ta l  h e a l t h ,  a n d  p r e p a r e s  s t u d e n t s  f o r  f u t u r e  c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  u l t i m a te l y  e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  c o l l e g e

e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  s e t t i n g  t h e m  u p  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  s u c c e s s .  F o r  s t u d e n t s  p u r s u i n g  s o c i a l  w o r k ,  i t  s e r v e s  a s  t h e
fo u n d a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  k e y  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  p r o fe s s i o n ,  s u c h  a s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g ,  a n d  e m p o w e r i n g
o th e r s .  B y  d e v e l o p i n g  s t r o n g  s e l f - a d v o c a c y  s k i l l s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f u t u r e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  c a n  b e t t e r  s u p p o r t  t h e

i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y  w o r k  w i t h ,  l e a d i n g  t o  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  a d v o c a c y  a n d  m e a n i n g fu l  c h a n g e .

L o v e  a n d  L i g h t ,

N a ta s h a  S u th e r l a n d ,  GS L  I n t e r n

ADVISING UPDATES
UTA School of Social Work Advising FAQs can be found here.

We have some changes in our Academic Advising & Practicum Offices, and we want to share those
changes with you.  For contact information to each person, please cl ick here for advisors and
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practicum special ist.

 
We also have a Same Day advisor who can assist BSW, BSSUT, and MSW students and his information is

below:  
Same Day Advisors: Matthew Williams  & Keiana Crain

 
If you need immediate assistance, please contact the Student Affairs Administrative Assistant, Emily Rappaport

(emily.rappaport@uta.edu).  
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES

February 14: Valentine's Day
February 17: Presidents' Day
March 10 - March 14: Spring Break
April 4: Last day to drop classes; submit requests in MyMav prior to 4 pm
April 11: Social Work Advocacy Day
April 7: Registration opens for Summer 2025 & Fall 2025
April 29: Last day of classes
May 1 - May 7: Final exams
May 7: Last day of term
May 9: Commencement Ceremonies

STUDENT SUCCESS RESOURCE

Academic Success Center

The Academic Success Center (ASC) is your portal to achieving academic success at UT Arlington. We make
every effort to assist students in meeting their  academic goals across a wide variety of subject areas.
Through supplemental instruction, tutor ing, mentor ing, and collaborations with campus partners, the

Academic Success Center focuses on helping you maximize your potential and thr ive in your undergraduate
career at UT Arlington.

More Information
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK RESOURCES

STUDENT SUCCESS

ACADEMIC ADVISING

FIELD PLACEMENT

LICENSURE

DEAN'S LETTER FOR LICENSURE

UTA RESOURCES

UTA Academic Calendar
Webinar Library
UTA Counseling & Psychology Services (CAPS)
SAR Center

Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Free Windows Apps with Student ID
Emergency Assistance Fund
Free & Confidential HIV Testing
UTA/Tri-C Food Pantry Distribution

Follow UTA School of Social Work on Social Media:
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