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From left: Dr. Norman Cobb and Dr. Santos Hernández.

Former dean, professor receive prestigious social work
award
By Jaelon Jackson

A former dean and a social work professor have been named National Association of Social Workers Pioneers
for 2024.

Dr. Santos Hernández and Dr. Norman H. Cobb, both former University of Texas Arlington professors, received
the prestigious recognition for their outstanding contributions to the field of social work.

Hernández is an emeritus dean and former professor at UTA School of Social Work. He has been a social work
educator for more than 45 years, holding academic appointments at nine universities and two deanships. He
served as dean from 1998 to 2008.

CLICK TO READ ABOUT THE NASW PIONEERS

Dr. De'An Roper (right) speaking with Punkie Johnson at the Dean's Speaker Series event.

SSW hosts comedian, actress Punkie Johnson
By Jaelon Jackson

A School of Social Work speakers' event held Oct. 22 provided an opportunity to hear from comedian and actress
Punkie Johnson, who discussed her journey as a Black lesbian in the entertainment industry.

In a conversation with Social Work Associate Professor of Practice Dr. De’An Roper, Johnson spoke about the
influences that shaped her comedy, particularly her mother, who listened to comedy albums by Eddie Murphy
and Richard Pryor while cleaning. 

CLICK HERE TO READ ABOUT EVENT WITH PUNKIE JOHNSON

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/11/07/former-dean-professor-receive-prestigious-social-work-award
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/11/07/former-dean-professor-receive-prestigious-social-work-award
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/11/05/ssw-hosts-comedian-actress-punkie-johnson
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/11/05/ssw-hosts-comedian-actress-punkie-johnson


Dean Kirk Foster (right) and Joel Kim Booster speaking at Dean's Speaker Series event.

School of Social Work hosts comedian Joel Kim
Booster
By Jaelon Jackson

A School of Social Work speakers' event held Oct. 2 gave a unique opportunity to hear from comedian and actor
Joel Kim Booster, who shared his personal journey as both an Asian American and a gay man in the
entertainment industry. 

In a conversation with Dr. Kirk Foster, dean of UTA's School of Social Work, Booster talked about the challenges
he faced growing up and finding his place in the world, both personally and professionally.

CLICK HERE TO READ ABOUT EVENT WITH JOEL KIM BOOSTER

A volunteer placing food in trunk at the School of Social Work's 5th Annual Food Giveaway and Trunk or Treat  Oct. 19.

Social Work to host 5th annual food giveaway, trunk or
treat
By Jaelon Jackson

The University of Texas at Arlington School of Social Work hosted its 5th annual food giveaway and trunk-or-treat
event, renamed Ghoulish Goodies and Giving Oct. 19. The event featured more than 150 volunteers, including
students, faculty, staff and alumni, providing food and fun for the community.

The family-friendly event, one of UTA's largest community outreach of the year, supported approximately 1,500
adults and children with a drive-through food giveaway co-sponsored by the Tarrant County Food Bank.
Volunteers distributed fresh produce and canned goods while kids enjoyed a decorated trunk-or-treat
experience, bounce houses, face painting and balloon animals.

Click here to view photos from the event!

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/10/18/school-of-social-work-hosts-comedian-joel-kim-booster
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/10/18/school-of-social-work-hosts-comedian-joel-kim-booster
https://www.uta.edu/academics/faculty/profile?username=spadolac#About%20Me
https://www.facebook.com/UTASocialWork/photos_albums


CLICK TO READ RELEASE ABOUT THE 5TH ANNUAL EVENT

Social Work's new student-focused Blaze the Mic Podcast - Episode 9 featuring BSW student Kai Santos.

New Social Work Blaze the Mic Podcast now available
The SSW Office of Communications and Marketing released the 9th Episode of our student focused podcast --
Blaze the Mic.

This episode features BSW student Kai Santos - "Creating Awareness for Domestic Violence in LGBT+
Communities"

As LGBT History Month and Domestic Violence Awareness Month come to a close, we speak with social work
student, Kai Santos, on the underrepresented issues of DV within queer communities while navigating her
traditional Hispanic culture. 

Our new podcast is available on Spotify, Amazon Music, iHeart Radio, PlayerFM, Podbean App, and soon on
Apple.

LISTEN TO SSW BLAZE THE MIC - EPISODE 9

October SSW Spotlights

From left: Cassidy and Kay Brady-Hatfield.

Alumni Spotlight

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/10/18/social-work-to-host-5th-annual-food-giveaway-trunk-or-treat
https://sswblazethemic.podbean.com/
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https://sswblazethemic.podbean.com/
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/about/alumni
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/10/02/cassidy-and-kay-brady-hatfield


Alumni Spotlight: Cassidy and Kay Brady-Hatfield
Today, we spotlight Cassidy and Kay Brady-Hatfield, both Licensed Master Social Workers, who continue to
apply the skills and knowledge gained during their time at University of Texas at Arlington’s School of Social
Work. In this candid conversation, Cassidy and Kay share their journey, experiences at UTA and advice for future
social workers.

CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT CASSIDY AND KAY'S EXPERIENCE

Student Spotlight: Phi Alpha Inductees
Congratulations to the newest members of the Phi Alpha Honor Society! Your dedication and excellence in social
work has earned you this prestigious recognition. Keep up the inspiring work and commitment to humanitarian
goals. Well done!

Important Upcoming Events

Student Spotlight

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2024/10/02/cassidy-and-kay-brady-hatfield
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/about/alumni
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3S8VDKX7GMQQO?ref_=wl_share


Phi Alpha Honor Society Toy Drive
Friday, Dec. 6 | SWSH Building, Room 203
The Phi Alpha Honor Society is hosting a Toy Drive to spread holiday cheer and support Harbor of Hope Foster
Care and Adoption. We are collecting new, unwrapped toys for children of all ages, from infants to teens.
Donations can be dropped off at the School of Social Work in the Admissions, Advising, and Communications
office, SWSH Building, Room 203 until Friday, Dec. 6. For those who prefer to donate online, simply scan the QR
code on the flyer to access our Amazon Wish List and have items shipped directly. Join us in making this
holiday season a little brighter for children in need!

CLICK FOR AMAZON WISHLIST

Become an Undergraduate Student Leader
Are you a BSW student with interest in advocacy and community building? Join the USL team where you can
serve as an advocate for BSW students, facilitate the exchange of accurate and timely information, and connect
students with services and resources that will enhance their undergraduate student experience.

BECOME A USL

Become a Graduate Student Leader

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3S8VDKX7GMQQO?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3S8VDKX7GMQQO?ref_=wl_share
https://utaedu.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=PWnriW7JpbgECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D
https://utaedu.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=PWnriW7JpbgECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D
https://utaedu.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=JNYPC10EAykECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D


GSLs serve as advocates and communication facilitators for MSW students, fielding questions about all of
aspects of the graduate experience, including advising, field, registration, orientation, scholarships, deadlines,
program policies, and more. They can track down accurate answers to questions quickly by reaching out directly
to program administrators and connecting students to services and resources. A student's questions and
concerns are resolved within minutes or hours of posting.

BECOME A GSL

Upcoming SSW Events:
Nov. 4 - Jan. 12: Registration for Spring 2025

Nov. 7 - Dec. 6: Phi Alpha Holiday Toy Drive

Nov. 28 - 29: Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec. 3: Last day of classes

Dec. 5: SSW PhD Virtual Information Session

Dec. 5 - 11: Final Exams

Dec. 11: Last day to earn field hours

Dec. 13: Fall 2024 Graduation Ceremony
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