
FEBRUARY IN REVIEW
Thrive Here, Thrive Forever!

 

Watch Season 4 Episode 3 of Courtyard Conversations and read the
stories below.

Video edited and hosted by Doughlas Gutierrez

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUQYg8TUy8w


CLICK TO WATCH TO COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS - SEASON 4 EPISODE 3

Dean of the School of Social Work, Dr. Kirk A. Foster

Social Work dean begins term as SSWR president
By Jaelon Jackson

The dean of the School of Social Work at the University of Texas at Arlington began his two-year term as
President of the Society for Social Work and Research February 1.

In addition to heading one of the nation's largest schools of social work, Dr. Kirk A. Foster will lead this premier
international research association of over 2,000 members made up of social workers, social welfare
professionals, social work students, and social work faculty and researchers.

CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT DEAN FOSTER'S NEW POSITION IN SSWR

Cydnee Lacy, UTA School of Social Work BSW student (left), and Dr. Hui Huang, an associate professor in the UTA School of Social Work, pose for
a photo at the 2025 JUTA McNair Symposium. (Photo by Cydnee Lacy)

From First-Generation Student to Ivy League Scholar:
Cydnee Lacy’s Journey Through Social Work
By Thomas Johns

Cydnee Lacy, UTA School of Social Work Student, began her college career with no clear roadmap, blueprint or
idea just how far her journey would take her. Now, as a senior in the on the cusp of receiving her Bachelor of
Social Work, she’s preparing for her next chapter: earning her Master of Social Work at the University of
Pennsylvania with a well-earned scholarship.

https://youtu.be/IUQYg8TUy8w?si=u9P4Mwp9FFHS0x7z
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/11/social-work-dean-begins-term-as-sswr-president
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/11/social-work-dean-begins-term-as-sswr-president
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/17/cydnee-lacy


A first-generation college student, Lacy began her higher education journey unsure of what to expect.

“I didn’t really know what social work was growing up,” she said. “I just knew I liked helping people, and it’s
something I can do without feeling exhausted by it. It’s fun, and it’s rewarding.”

CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT CYDNEE LACY

Debra Mitchell-Ibe, executive program manager of Denton County Friends of the Family (Left), Adam Powell, president and CEO of United Way of
Tarrant County (Center Left), Dereka Hall, director of the Dallas College Social Work Academy (Center Right) and Dr. Jandel Crutchfield, associate
professor at the UTA School of Social Work (Right) pose for a photo at the “Power of Presence: Black Identity in Professional Social Work” Black
History Month Panel on Feb. 5, 2026.

Panel at UTA reflects on professional identity during
Black History Month
By Jaelon Jackson

The University of Texas at Arlington School of Social Work hosted a Black History Month panel Feb. 5 titled “The
Power of Presence: Black Identity in Professional Social Work,” bringing students, faculty, staff and community
members together for a conversation about professional identity, leadership and lived experience in
the profession.

Hosted by the UTA Social Work Black Social Work Student Alliance, the event was held in recognition of the
100th year of Black History Month. BSSWA President Natasha Sutherland opened the evening by welcoming
attendees and outlining the focus of the discussion.

CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT THE POWER OF PRESENCE EVENT

UTA School of Social Work Deans Advisory Council Members, Catheleen Jordan, Professor Emerita at The University of Texas at Arlington School
of Social Work (Left), Raul Gonzalez, Deputy Mayor Pro Tempore and Arlington City Council District 2 Representative (Center Left), Madeline
McClure, Founder and CEO Emeritus of TexProtects (Center Right) and Wayne Carson, Chief Executive Officer of ACH Child and Family Services
(Right) pose for a photo. (Photo by Jaelon Jackson)

UTA School of Social Work Establishes Dean’s

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/17/cydnee-lacy
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/06/panel-at-uta-reflects-on-professional-identity-during-black-history-month
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/06/panel-at-uta-reflects-on-professional-identity-during-black-history-month
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/24/uta-school-of-social-work-establishes-deans-advisory-council


Advisory Council
By Jaelon Jackson

The University of Texas at Arlington School of Social Work has launched its Dean’s Advisory Council, a new
initiative that will serve as a strategic resource to the dean and the school’s leadership team.

Composed of distinguished alumni, community leaders and professionals, the council is designed to
offer expertise, guidance and connections that enhance the School of Social Work’s impact while supporting its
mission and strategic priorities.

CLICK TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE DEAN'S ADVISORY COUNCIL

Attendees gather for a UTA School of Social Work Alumni Lunch in Spring of 2025. (Courtesy Photo)

UTA School of Social Work to Host Alumni Lunch
Focused on Building Impact Through Engagement
By Elizabeth Tejada

The UTA School of Social Work is hosting a time-honored alumni focused gathering titled Alumni Lunch:
Building Impact Through Engagement on Friday, March 20 from noon–2:30 p.m. in the School of Social Work and
Smart Hospital Building Commons Area. The event invites alumni, faculty, staff and community partners to
reconnect, reflect on their progression and learn from one another.

CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT THE ALUMNI LUNCH

Research and Faculty Highlights

https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/24/uta-school-of-social-work-establishes-deans-advisory-council
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/24/uta-school-of-social-work-to-host-alumni-lunch
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/24/uta-school-of-social-work-to-host-alumni-lunch


UTA School of Social Work Associate Professor, Dr. Rachel Voth Schrag

When safety starts with a text message
By Drew Davison

New research from The University of Texas at Arlington shows that digital hotlines are changing how survivors of
domestic and sexual violence access safety planning and support.

Use of chat and text services has surged since the COVID-19 pandemic, according to Rachel Joy Voth Schrag, a
UT Arlington professor of social work. Understanding how survivors use these digital channels, she said, is
critical for ensuring hotline advocates have the tools they need to support survivor and family safety.

CLICK TO READ MORE ABOUT HER RESEARCH

Looking Toward March

 

https://www.uta.edu/academics/faculty/profile?user=rachel.vothschrag
https://www.uta.edu/academics/faculty/profile?user=rachel.vothschrag
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases/2026/02/26/when-safety-starts-with-a-text-message
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gWeR49nicY


Watch the Dean's March Pep Talk to Students.
Video edited and produced by Doughlas Gutierrez

CLICK TO WATCH THE DEAN'S MARCH PEP TALK VIDEO

Upcoming SSW Events:
Mar 20: Alumni Lunch: Building Impact Through Engagement

Mar 25: Virtual UTA School of Social Work Symposium

April: Child Abuse Prevention Month

Apr 2: Indigenous Relationship to Power, Place and Contested Territories

Apr 3: Last Day to Drop Classes

Apr 4: Native American Student Association Powwow

Apr 16: Where Social Work Takes Us: Austin, TX

Apr 17: Social Work Advocacy Day

Apr 18: Save the Date  - A Day in the Life IPE

Apr 22: UTA MavsDay

Apr 29: Child Welfare Research Center: Inaugural Symposium

May 3: Commencement Ceremony @ Globe Life

May 9: End of the Year Celebration (Details Coming Soon)

May 11: Preventing and Intervening on Violence Over Time (PIVOT): Building Community

Other SSW News Products:
News Stories and News Releases

Upcoming Events

Monthly News Video Updates

Podcasts

Monthly Newsletters

Courtyard Conversations - SSW Talk Show

SSW in the Media

Photo Gallery

Contact the School of Social Work

https://youtu.be/IH2v5i2ii8c?si=62HuiNIdpSwBuL0y
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fza5olr%2Frcxpr3ib%2Fff3yk5c&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.johns@uta.edu%7Cab7b94119c9f4bd07ad608de7f7ef478%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C1%7C639088380508439809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eYmlvJslyBk3l%2BBJwlU8ETuTy4B%2Bgl%2F6d1tExwmjTh8%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/r/bAUutd12xY
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fza5olr%2Frcxpr3ib%2Fb04yk5c&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.johns@uta.edu%7Cab7b94119c9f4bd07ad608de7f7ef478%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C1%7C639088380508505021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pmCGa4ok85iuBL5FDP8RsvlHww0fLW4F7XA5YvklssY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/releases
https://events.uta.edu/ssw
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/videos/monthly-news-update-videos
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/podcasts
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/newsletters
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/videos/courtyard-conversations-monthly-talk-show
https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/social-work/news/ssw-in-the-media
https://www.facebook.com/UTASocialWork/photos_albums
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