
SAFEE OPERAATING PRROCEDURRE 
HAZAARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAAL 

NNote: This SOP is forr chemical wwaste only. If you havve biohazarrdous wastee, refer to thhe UT 
AArlington Laaboratory SSafety Manuual. If you hhave radioaactive wastte, refer to tthe UT Arlinngton 
RRadiation SSafety Manuual. 

Introductioon 
UUT Arlingtoon hazardoous waste ppolicy is noot to dispoose of any reagents down the drain or 
ssanitary seewer. Direct questions regarding dispossal of anyy waste oother than normal 
""household"" trash to thhe Hazardoous Materials Section oof EH&S att 817-272-22185. 

DDisposal of Empty Reeagent Containers 
UUT Arlingtoon considerrs a containner “empty”” if no signnificant amoount of the contents rremains. 
PPour remaining solutioons of liquid reagentss. Scrape oor drain coontainers off thick or ssolidified 
mmaterials uuntil no moore than onne inch (2.54 cm) of material rremains in the bottomm of the 
ccontainer oor no moree than 3% of the origginal weighht of the contents remmains. Deeface or 
rremove thee container’ss original laabel. You can then ddispose of eempty conttainer usingg normal 
ttrash collecction. 

NNote: dispose of emppty containers for acuutely toxic ssubstancess via EH&SS hazardouus waste 
ppickup (seee below.) 

UUse of Hazzardous Waaste Contaainers 
EEH&S distriibutes 6-liteer or 10-liteer Nalgene carboys for storage aand collectioon of Haloggenated, 
NNon-Halogeenated andd Aqueous Heavy Metal hazarddous liquidd waste. These are free of 
ccharge and the Chemiistry Departtment can oobtain themm from the cchemistry sstockroom. Sharps 
ccontainers and five-gaallon plasticc buckets foor disposall of solids aare availabble free fromm EH&S 
ddirectly (8117-272-21885.) EH&SS does noot providee containers for aacids and bases 
((concentraated corrossives). Conntainers othher than Nalgenes ussed to accuumulate haazardous 
wwaste mustt be in goodd condition. If the contaainer beingg used to acccumulate hhazardous waste is 
nnot in good condition, or if it beginns to leak, yyou must trransfer the contents too a containeer that is 
in good conndition. 

HHazardous waste conttainers musst be: 

• Markked with thee words “hazardous wwaste” and their conteents indicated. You mmust use 
an EEH&S Hazaardous Wasste Inventory Tag to llist the conntents. Defaace or remove any 
old laabels. Commplete this taag before EEH&S can ppick up the hazardouss waste. 

• Keptt at or neaar (immediaate vicinity)) the site oof generatiion and unnder controol of the 
geneerator. 

• Commpatible withh contents ((for examplle, acids shhould not bee stored in metal canss). 

• Closed at all timmes except when wastte is added to containeer. 
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• Propperly identifiied with commpleted waaste tags beefore you reequest pickkup. 
• Safe for transpoort with nonn-leaking sccrew-on capps. 
• Not ffilled beyonnd the bottoom of the coontainer’s nneck. 
• Storeed with seccondary conntainment. 

DDo not oveerfill waste containers!! Over-filledd bottles arre hard to pour safelyy, inclined tto burst, 
likely to leaak, and cappable of enddangering tthe operatoor through splashing oor shootingg up into 
oone's face upon opening. On thee EH&S proovided conttainers, " FFill up to thee Fill Line -marked 
oon containeers." 

HHazardouss Waste Acccumulatioon 
EExcept wheen single chhemicals arre accumulated for reccycling or rrecovery, wwaste accummulation 
ggenerally innvolves bulking severaal materialss into one ccontainer. However, keep the ffollowing 
wwastes separate (in other words, in separatee waste conntainers): 

• non-halogenateed materialss, 
• haloggenated maaterials, andd 
• heavvy metals. 

EEH&S has waste conntainers labbeled for thhe first threee categoriies. For exxample, commpatible 
ssolvents suuch as aceetone, ethaanol, acetonnitrile, and water cann be combbined into a single 
ccontainer laabeled for nnon-halogenated mateerials.  If yoou have chloroform ass well, you need to 
pput it into a separate ccontainer laabeled for hhalogenatedd materialss. In additioon, do not ccombine 
cchemically incompatibble materiaals into a single wasste containner. Refeer to the cchemical 
ccompatibilityy chart. KKeep toxic materials, explosive materials, peroxide-foormers, pyyrophoric 
mmaterials, ccorrosives, aand pesticiddes in sepaarate containers. 

SSafely accuumulate hazzardous waastes by: 

• Clearly markingg containerss and datingg them wheen accumullation startss. 
• Labeeling containers with wwords that cclearly iden ntify the conntents the FFIRST time you put 

wastte into themm. Generic nnames like "waste orgganics" are acceptablee, but keepp in mind 
that yyou must ccomplete the Hazardouus Waste CChemical Innventory Taag listing ALLL of the 
chemmical compoonents befoore EH&S ccan accept the waste ffor off-site ddisposal. 

• Sepaarating incoompatible wwastes streaams. 
• Keepping waste collection containers closed at ALL timess during stoorage except when 

addinng or removving waste.. This is true for solidss as well ass liquids. Maany containners, like 
beakkers or flaskks, are not aacceptable accumulattion containners. 

• Designating an area in yoour lab as aa chemical waste accuumulation aarea. Usingg a hood 
for thhis purposee is acceptaable as longg as there aare no expeeriments in the hood. 

• Conttacting EH&&S for remooval of full waste conttainers fromm the laboraatory. Do nnot allow 
largee quantities of waste too accumulaate in your laab. 
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NNote: Keep waste oil ffrom pumps or other eequipment as uncontaaminated aas possible in order 
tto recycle itt. You should keep oilss separate ffrom other chemicals, particularlyy solvents. 

LLabeling HHazardous WWaste Conntainers 
BBefore EH&&S can picck up any chemical wwaste, youu must commplete a haazardous cchemical 
ininventory taag. Fill it out and attach it to eachh waste conntainer. Usee the informmation on thhe tag to 
ccategorize and treat the waste. This appplies to botth liquid and solid wwastes, butt sharps 
ccontainers do not require chemical inventoory tags. Pllease fill thhe tag out legibly, acccurately, 
aand compleetely. 

Include the following innformation: 

• Datee - Date wasste was gennerated. 
• Princcipal investtigator (PI)) - Name of the individual ressponsible foor supervissing the 

proceess generaating the waaste. 
• Buildding, room nnumber, annd phone nuumber. 
• Indiccate overall volume or weight - WWrite in the total volumme or weighht of material in the 

contaainer. 
• Speccify chemiccal contentts – List the specificc, full chemmical namee (no formmulas or 

abbreviations) ffor each chhemical connstituent in this contaainer. Produuct names or trade 
namees are accceptable if yyou can suupply the mmanufactureer's name aand addresss or an 
MSDDS with the material. VVague statements suchh as "hydroocarbons," "organic waaste," or 
“varioous salts off  " maake it imposssible to coomply with EPA treatmment standaards and 
will ddelay the pickup until yyou submit sufficiently detailed innformation tto EH&S. 

• Amount - Total volume or wweight of each chemiccal constituuent in the ccontainer. 
• Volume % - Peercentage oof the total volume too which eacch chemicaal amount is equal 

(shouuld add up to 100%) oor the actuaal weight or volume of each consttituent. 

RRequest foor Disposall 
WWhen your container is ready foor disposal and is prooperly taggeed, contactt EH&S Haazardous 
MMaterials Section by sending a reequest for ddisposal viaa: 

• Chemmical Enviroonmental MManagemennt System ((CEMS). 

EEH&S makkes pickupss regularlyy and will come to yyour site wwithin threee working days of 
rreceiving yoour requestt. The inforrmation for each contaainer listed on the reqquest form must be 
iddentical to the informaation on thee hazardouss chemical inventory taag on the ccontainer. 

EEH&S cannnot accept tthe waste iff the you have not completely annd correctlyy filled out both the 
hhazardous cchemical innventory tagg and CEMS request ffor disposal. 

 Revisedd 4/2011 
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