
What is reading?
Low-level reading processes

• Understand text orientation, punctuation

• Recognize graphemes/ common 

grapheme combinations

• Establish grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences

• Recognize words / access lexical info

• Assign the appropriate meanings to words

• Assign syntactic structure

• Create “meaning units” from these 

structures

• Establish relationships among these 

meaning units (often using the discourse 

structure of the text)

Word frequency and lexical access
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High-level reading processes

• Create a “text model” -- a large network of 

meaning relations for the text, i.e., 

“comprehend” the text

• Use this network to evaluate the text, 

connect the text with background 

knowledge, synthesize with other texts….

Log gaze duration by word frequency for L1 English 

(N = 89) and L2 English (N = 101) UTA students.

Mean comprehension accuracy rates and per-word reading 

times for L1 English (N = 89) and L2 English (N = 101) UTA 

students by text complexity level. Error indicate ±1 SE.
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What is a skilled reader?
• automatizes low-level reading processes

• coordinates low- and high-level processes

• understands reading goals

• sets appropriate “coherence standard”

• uses strategies to meet that standard

• can engage all of these processes fluently 

over extended periods of time

Creating skilled readers

Recognizing the challenge

Teaching Tip: Incorporating Reading Strategies

Teaching Tip: Perusall for While-Reading Strategies
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